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and to be the certain hall-mark of the spiritually myopic.
Whatever philosophy of life be adopted, however, existing
conditions must always be considered, and not only the
physiological and the psychological, but also the economic
and the social factors be taken into account, so that, at least,
a working agreement may be come to. Time alone will
bring about a complete solution of the problems involved.
The fate of the British Empire to-day, full as it is of explosive
forces, depends on the manner in which these problems are
approached Their solution must be undertaken, not only
with knowledge but also with sympathy, and with the
minimum of physical force or even of external pressure of
any kind. Within the British Empire in our various colonies
and dependencies we have a positive laboratory of social
experiments in dealing with native races, and our first step
should be to register the results of these experiments. It
has been suggested that the next meeting of Colonial
Premiers in connection with the Colonial Office should
appoint a Commission to investigate and report on the
entire problem, and that the United States should be
asked to co-operate. That Commission should be assisted
by non-official persons who would look at different aspects
of the subject, such as a distinguished biologist who would
point out the biological bearings of the problems, a sensible
labour leader who would cause them to be considered from
the labour point of view, one or two women who would take
care that the interests of women were not overlooked, and a
thoroughly sensible missionary who would urge the claims
of religion. The narrow, selfish habit of mind, not only in
individuals but also in nations, is not to be changed merely
by a new argument, but, as has already been indicated, by a
conception of man's relation to the universe which creates
emotional force as well as intellectual conviction. The non-
white races within the Empire are no longer content with
the prospect of existing as the servants of the white races or
as the mere material of their virtues, they are now beginning
to have their own vague ideas of nationality, and when these